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Forward  by the Chief Executive Officer  

 

 

The Curieuse Management Plan marks a new beginning for the 

Seychelles National Parks Authority. It is the first in a series of 

management plans which will be produced by the Authority and 

these will guide management of this National Park in a clear, 

transparent and coordinated manner.  

The Seychelles National Parks Authority has made a commitment 

to have Management Plans for all its sites by 2020, as outlined in 

its Strategic Plan 2017-2021. Curieuse National Park is the perfect start as it is one of 

the most visited protected area in Seychelles, includes a mixture of important marine 

and terrestrial ecosystems and offers ecosystem services from visitor activities to 

turtle nesting beaches an d historical monuments.  

This Management Plan was formulated in a consultative process, taking into account 

concerns from the various users of the Park. It seeks to ensure that long term 

conservation objectives are achieved, whilst also contributing to the livelihoods of 

Seychellois. However, better management of the island and its facilities is needed to 

make sure that the visitorsõ experience is memorable. Improved services and facilities 

need to take place if the island is to realise its full potential. T he Management Plan 

addresses these concerns. 

Finally, the Plan emphasizes a shift to exploring the terrestrial beauty of Curieuse 

Island itself, its view points and its history. This Management Plan provides Curieuse 

with the opportunity to be one of the b est managed Protected Area in Seychelles, a 

protected area which captivates visitors, both local and foreign by the level of 

professionalism, variety of activities and, most importantly, how well conservation is 

managed. 

 

Mr. Selby Remie 

Chief Executive Of ficer  

Seychelles National Parks Authority  
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Executive Summary  

 

This is the plan of management for the Curieuse Marine National Park and Curieuse 

Island. The plan is formulated for a period of 5 years (2018 ð 2022) and should be 

reviewed biannually during its first year of implementation and annually thereafter to 

monitor performance and progress. SNPAõs vision is for Curieuse Marine National Park 

to become the best managed protected area in Seychelles with strong emphasis on 

environmental conservation and community involvement, while offering an 

appropriate responsible tourism experience . This vision not only focuses on the 

conservation of the parkõs natural assets but also puts strong emphasis on responsible 

tourism and community  involvement, since tourism in the park generates a lot of 

revenue in the economy of Praslin Island and surrounding islands. 

Curieuse remains the most visited Marine Protected Area in the Seychelles. In 2017, 

more than 50, 000 visitors came to the park. Th e popularity of Curieuse stems from 

the fact that it is accessible throughout the year as a result of its sheltered location 

and proximity from Praslin. The park is open seven days a week and provides facilities 

for boat charter companies and tour operator s to organise barbeques for their clients. 

Most importantly, the Curieuse Marine National Park provides a relaxed, non -hurried 

experience to visitors and provides them with an island that is still rustic in nature 

with few buildings. The attractions of Cur ieuse MNP are numerous and include reef 

sites for snorkelling and diving, giant tortoises roaming the island freely, an exciting 

mangrove ecosystem with easy access to explore on a board walk, Coco-de-Mer forest 

within easy reach and amazing geological for mations with remnants of the old reef 

from the Cretaceous period dating back to 125 million years ago still visible under 

granite formations on land. Curieuse also has an exciting history, having been a 

confinement for leprosy sufferers, a site for agricul ture and perhaps the first 

mariculture experiment in the countryõs history which prompted the construction of 

the causeway at Baie Laraie in 1909 for th e rearing of Hawksbill turtles.  

This management plan highlights the conservation values of the Curieuse MNP and 

Curieuse Island as well as the issues affecting management and the management goals 

that SNPA is working towards. The major impacts in the Curieuse Marine National Park 

are caused by climate change and from damage of natural ecosystems by visitors.  The 

objective of this plan is to ensure that Curieuse can continue to act as a site of 

interest for visitors while ensuring that the nat ural environment is protected. The 

plan ensures that strategies are put in place and priority actions are implemented t o  
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protect the natural environment and to repair damages caused by natural and visitor 

impacts. To improve the conservation values of the park and limit possible conflicts 

between users, a zoning plan for the marine and terrestrial areas has been adopted 

with five management zones in the marine domain and four zones on land.  

In the marine domain the Strict Conservation Zone  has been designated principally for 

the protection of important turtle nesting ground and for reducing boating activities 

in an area which is used by poachers to access the Coco-de-Mer forest. The 

Restoration Zone is for the restoration of degraded coral reefs and mangrove areas. 

The Restricted Use Zone covers areas mostly dominated by coral reefs. Its purpose is 

to ensure that s ensitive coral reefs are protected from destructive human activities. 

The General Use Zone covers the largest percentage of the marine area and is the 

least sensitive of the different zones. The Specific Use Zone on the other hand is 

dedicated for specific  activities that often conflicts with other activities undertaken 

in the park. There are two such zones. One is a mariculture concession area 

established under the Fisheries Act, where pearl oysters are grown. The other is in 

front of the Rangerõs Station at Baie Laraie, which has been designated as a mooring 

and anchoring area. As there is a lot of boat movement in that area swimming and 

snorkelling are not allowed t o reduce the risk of accidents.  

In the terrestrial domain the Strict Conservation Zone  covers the largest area of 

Curieuse Island. Its main purpose is the conserve the extra sensitive Coco -de-Mer 

forest. The Restoration Zone covers most of the coastal plateau and certain 

mountainous areas. The aim of these zones is to rehabilitate habitats in th e area and 

increase their conservation value. A lot of terrestrial restoration is already on the way 

on Curieuse Island. The main purpose is to improve the suitability of the area for the 

introduction of the critically endangered Seychelles paradise flycat cher (Terpsiphone 

corvina). The Eco-tourism Zone  is designated to provide opportunities for visitors to 

have access and discover and enjoy the terrestrial environment of Curieuse Island. 
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This zone only makes up a small area of Curieuse Island. The Rangers Quarters are 

zones designated for park operations and are areas where the workers in the park live 

and where SNPA has its infrastructure such as stores, offices and generator room.  

In order to improve the experience of visitors to the Curieuse Marine Natio nal Park, 

the plan puts a lot of emphasis on improving the quantity and format of information 

that is given to visitors so that they can better appreciate the significance of what 

they observe on their visit and have an ov erall better nature experience.  

A costed plan of implementation is provided to facilitate financial planning and the 

Performance Measurement System (PMS) brings in the SMART (Specific, Measurable, 

Attainable, Relevant and Timely) element into the plan. The PMS defines specific 

activities t o be implemented as part of every strategy and provides the measure and 

timeline as part of the target. Performance indicators of how to determine the 

success of each activity are also provided.  
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Curieuse Marine National Park ð Overview  

 

The Curieuse Marine National Park was designated in 1979 under the National Parks 

and Nature Conservancy Act (Annex I).  The diverse coral reefs that were historically 

found around the island were one of the main reasons for its designation as a 

protected area. The marine park has an area of 14.7 km2 (Figure 1). In the middle of 

the marine park is Curieuse Island, measuring about 3.5 km in length and 1.6 km at its 

widest with a total area of 2.86 Km 2. The Marine National Park has a diversity of 

marine habitats including cor al reefs, seagrass beds, macro-algal beds, soft muddy 

sand flats, rocky shores, sandy bottoms and mangrove forest. The terrestrial 

ecosystem is dominated by dry mountain slopes, Coco-de-Mer forests, dense coastal 

plateaux and freshwater wetlands.  

 

 

Figure 1: Map showing location and delimitation of Curieuse Marine National Park  
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Curieuse is the most visited marine protected area in the Seychelles with visitor 

numbers in excess of 50,000 recorded in 2017. Most of the visitors come to  the park 

with the aim of enjoying the quiet and natural environment that it offers. The 

majority of visitors to the park are brought by local boat charter companies from the 

nearby island of Praslin. Many people are dependent on the Curieuse Marine Nation al 

Park for their livelihood and it is estimated that the park contributes at least SCR 400 

million per a nnum in the Seychelles economy. 

The Curieuse Marine National Park is managed by the Seychelles National Parks 

Authority (SNPA), which is mandated to ma nage the network of terrestrial and marine 

national parks of the Seychelles. Day to day running of the park is carried out from a 

small ranger base on the island of Curieuse. Rangers in the park are tasked with 

ensuring that visitors abide to park regulati ons and have a minimal impact on the 

parkõs natural environment. Curieuse Marine National Park is home to some of 

Seychelles most iconic animals and plants including Green and Hawksbill turtle s, Giant 

tortoises and the Coco-de-Mer. The island also has a fascinating history.  

Giant tortoises  

Giant tortoises were reintroduced to Curieuse from Aldabra atoll between 1979 and 

1982. During that period a total of 245 adult tortoises were released on the island. 

However, many fell victim to poachers, especially the young ones. The current 

population of free -ranging tortoises on the island is around 130. However, in the last 

two years, great strides have been made in protecting baby tortoises from theft and 

predation by rats. Over a period of less than two years the n umber of baby Giant 

tortoises in the nursery has increased to more than 70. Emphasis continues to be 

placed on protecting and increasing the number of this iconic Seychell es reptile on 

Curieuse Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


